COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

D3 dianhua yIhdu qu fanguinr chifan
(A Phone Call and a Dinner later in a Restaurant)

. Ol zh&nming (0), a Chinese girl, takes her talkative Little
Sister XidZoméi~ (X) fo meet her erican friend Anderson (A) in a
Chinese restaurant.

Frame 1

(On the telephone)

Notes:

1&5 Wéi, "Hello." A very common way of answering the telephone
or initiating a conversation on the telephone.

2&4 Chudnd4d. The desk clerk or building custodian, a person
usually in the building to take messages, etc,

6 Particle -zhe. 1In this instance -zhe does not indicate the

present progressive situation. If it were omitted, the sentence
would mean the same.
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Frame 2

(At the restaurant)

Notes:

8 ‘HSngch4d "black tea" (Lit. red tea) and 1lichd "green tea" are
two major categories of Chinese tea. Hudchd, "scented tea," is a
general term for specially treated teas, such as mdlichd, "Jasmine
tea."

10 The bi construction is another Co-verb pattern. Let's com-
pare the b3 pattern with the ordinary subject-verb-object pattern:

Subject CV-Object v Object
Ordinary Pattern: Ta ‘ maile wdde gich&.
Bi-construction: Ta b wbdegggghé'méile.

Note: Not every Subject-Verb-Object sentence can be converted to
a bi-pattern sentence. ‘

10&ll vao, jido and diin "to order" food or drink in an eating
place (coffee shop or restaurant). These three Chinese terms are
almost identical; however, the term didin is used when ordering
food from the menu.
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Frame 3

(The waiter comes)

Notes:

16 Negate the bd pattern with méibd or bubd. Examples:

T3 méibd caidan fangzai He didn't put the menu here.
zher.

(NOT T2 bi caidan méi-

fangzai zhér.)

Wéi shénme nI bub3 nide Why don't you drive your car
gich& kaichiuqu? out of here?

(NOT Wei shénme nI b3

gich& bukaichigu?)
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Frame 4 (Continued)

Notes:

19 Xidxiilaile "written down," is a Resultative Verb compound
indicating actual-positive case. Xialai "down" or "come down"
and other verbs compounded with motion and direction -14i and -gu
can be used two ways in Resultative Verb compounds:

(1) By itself, it is a Resultative Verb compound:

shanglaile has come up
méishanglai hasn't come up
xialaile has come down
méixialai hasn't come down
chillaile has come out
méichtlai hasn't come out

(2) It is used as a Resultative Verb ending:

xidxialaile has been written down
méixi&xialai hasn't been written down
chixiaqule has been eaten

méichixiaqu hasn't been eaten (swallowed)
ndhuilaile has been brought back
méindhuilai hasn't been brought back

20 Yt ... jiu "as soon as ..." pattern. Examples:

LI

Yi y3u péngyou 1l4i jii As soon as friends come, then

b& luyInji k3ikai. turn on the tape recorder.
Ta yI 141 wd jitu xié& As soon as he comes, I'll
zhdngguo zi. write Chinese characters.
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20 Adverb c&di "then, and only then; and not until then." cai

precisely stresses the "time when" here. Examples:

B3 zhé& sanju tingwdnle = When all three sentences have
been heard (listened to) then

cdi kéyi guidnshang.
you can turn it off.
Only when he says it is OK

Ta shud xing cdi xing.
will it be OK./When he says
it'is OK, only then will it
be OK.
XiadxIngqglIsan cdi 23u ne. Will not leave until next
Wednesday.

20 TIngwénle is a Resultative Verb compound of the actual-
positive case, "heard it all," or "listened to the whole thing."

Méitingwdn is the actual-negative case, "didn't hear it completely”
or "didn't finish listening to it."
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